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The Secretary read the following correspondence : — 

" Royal Irish Academy, Dublin, 
« April 4, 1857. 

" My Lord,— On the part of the Koyal Irish Academy, 
I have the honour of addressing your Excellency to solicit 
your favourable consideration of the following request : — 

" Your Excellency is aware that during the progress of 
the Ordnance Survey in this country it was the earnest en- 
deavour of the distinguished officers employed in that great 
national work, in addition to the main objects contemplated 
by Parliament, to collect and preserve such local knowledge 
as might render the Survey subservient to other purposes. 
With this view, geological, statistical, and antiquarian re- 
searches were carried on, information was collected on the 
Fauna, the botany, and agricultural resources of each district, 
as far as was consistent with the more urgent duties of the 
Survey, and it was proposed to embody the materials thus 
brought together in County Memoirs. 

" This admirable project was strenuously supported by 
the Royal Irish Academy, who saw in it an opportunity of 
making known, and of preserving from oblivion, information 
of the greatest value to science, history, and topography, — 
information which, if the design had been carried out as ori- 
ginally intended and begun, could not fail to have been most 
beneficial to the social progress of Ireland. 

"But when the topographical delineation of the country 
was completed, and the invaluable Maps now so extensively 
useful were published, the Academy learned with regret that 
it was not thought necessary by the Government to continue 
the descriptive memoirs of the Irish counties. 

" The geological and agricultural part of the contemplated 
work has since been, in a great measure, otherwise provided 
for, so that the interests of practical science have not suffered 
much, if at all, from its discontinuance. But the materials 
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collected for the illustration of local history and antiquities in 
each county have been made but little use of; nor are they 
at present in a situation where they can be conveniently 
consulted by Irish scholars. They are still kept at the 
office of the Survey in the Phoenix Park, and it would be 
very desirable now to have them removed to some more acces- 
sibly depository. They are of singular interest, having been 
collected at a period where traditions still lingered in districts 
now wholly altered in their character by emigration, the 
change that has taken place in the owners of the soil, the 
rapid growth of agricultural improvement, and the construc- 
tion of railways. In many places it will be found that the 
descriptions and drawings preserved in these collections are 
now the only remaining record of monuments which con- 
nected themselves with our earliest history, and of the 'folk- 
lore' which the famine swept away with the aged sennachies 
who were its sole repositories. 

" So long as there existed any probability of these docu- 
ments being published, it was most proper that they should 
remain in the custody of the Ordnance department, under 
whose auspices they were collected. But it is now under- 
stood that the intention of publishing them in any form has 
been entirely and finally abandoned. 

" I beg leave, therefore, respectfully to request that your 
Excellency may be pleased to recommend these collections to 
be removed to the Library of the Royal Irish Academy. In 
no other place can they be more conveniently accessible to the 
scholars best qualified to use them for the promotion of his- 
torical and archaeological learning. One great branch of the 
Academy is devoted by our charter, as your Excellency is 
aware, to the studies which these manuscripts are so well 
adapted to assist. The Library is rich in the literature that 
will best illustrate them : it is in a central situation, accessi- 
ble, and liberally thrown open to all competent scholars who 
seek for admission, as well as to our own Members ; and as 
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the value of these collections is mainly due to the skill and 
learning of some distinguished ornaments of the Academy, 
whose services were given to the Survey for the purpose, 
I would humbly represent to your Excellency that no 
more appropriate depository can be found for the preserva- 
tion of so valuable a monument of their intelligence and 
industry. 

" I have, &c., 
(Signed) « James H. Todd, 

" President of the Royal Irish Academy. 
" To his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant." 



" Dublin Castle, June 7, 1857. 

" Sir, — With reference to your letter of the 4th of April 
last, I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acquaint you 
that a communication has been received from the Lords Com- 
missioners of her Majesty's Treasury, stating that their 
Lordships have been in communication with the War depart- 
ment on the subject of the materials collected for the illustra- 
tion of local history and antiquities in the several Irish 
counties during the progress of the Ordnance Survey in 
Ireland ; and that Lord Panmure sees no objection to their 
transfer to the Royal Irish Academy ; and that their Lord- 
ships have requested that the necessary steps may be taken 
for that purpose. 

"I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

" Thomas A. Larcom. 
« Rev. Dr. Todd, 
" President of the Royal Irish Academy." 



" Ordnance Survey Office, Dublin, 
"JuneS, 1857. 

" Sir, — The Lords Commissioners of her Majesty's Trea- 
sury having sanctioned the transfer to the Library of the 
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Royal Irish Academy of the manuscripts collected during the 
progress of the Ordnance Survey for the illustration of local 
history and antiquities, in accordance with the request con- 
tained in your letter of 4th April to his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant, I am directed by Lieutenant-Colonel James, 
Royal Engineers, Superintendent of the Ordnance Survey, 
to inform you that the documents in question will be arranged 
and prepared for transmission to the Academy as early as 
practicable. 

" I have the honour to be, Sir, 

" Your most obedient, humble Servant, 
" G. A. Leach, 
"Captain R. E. 
" Rev. Br. Todd, §-c, President." 



A vote of thanks to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant 
and to her Majesty's Government for this important donation 
was passed by acclamation. 



